R156. Commerce, Cccupational and Professional Licensing.
R156-28. Veterinary Practice Act Rul es.
R156-28-101. Title.
These rules are known as the "Veterinary Practice Act Rul es".

R156- 28-102. Definitions.

In addition to the definitions in Title 58, Chapters 1 and 28, as used in Title 58,
Chapters 1 and 28 or these rules:

(1) "Direct supervision" neans the supervising licensed veterinarian shall be
present at the point and tinme at which professional services are being provided by the
student or unlicensed person being supervised.

(2) "In association with licensed veterinarians" as used in Subsection 58-28-8(6)
means provi ding consultation, perform ng a special procedure, or providing specia
expertise for a specialized case in the same facility as the Uah |icensed veterinarian
who requested the professional services.

(3) "Indirect supervision" neans the supervising licensed veterinarian shall be
avail abl e for imedi ate voice contact by tel ephone, radio, or other neans and shal
provi de daily face-to-face consultation and review of cases at the veterinary facility for
the veterinary intern or unlicensed person being supervised.

(4) "NAVLE", as used in these rules, nmeans the North Anmerican Veterinary Licensing
Exami nati on.

(5) "NBEC', as used in these rules, nmeans the National Board Exam nation Conmittee
of the Anmerican Veterinary Medical Association.

(6) "Practice of veterinary nedicine, surgery, and dentistry" means those acts and
practices defined in Subsection 58-28-2(4) and includes the inplantation of any electronic
device for the purpose of establishing or nmaintaining positive identification of animals.

(7) "Qualified continuing education" nmeans continuing education that neets the
standards set forth in Section R156-28-304.

(8) "RACE", as used in these rules, neans the Registry of Approved Conti nuing
Educat i on.

(9) "Supervision" as used in Subsection 58-28-8(2) nmeans direct supervision

(10) "Unprofessional conduct" as defined in Title 58, Chapters 1 and 28, is further
defined in accordance with Subsection 58-1-203(5) in Section R156-28-502.

(11) "Veterinarian-client-patient relationship" nmeans that the veterinarian has
assunmed the responsibility for making medical judgnments regarding the health of the ani nal
and the need for nedical treatnment, and the client who is the owner or other caretaker has

agreed to follow the instruction of the veterinarian. 1In addition, there is sufficient
know edge of the animal by the veterinarian to initiate at |east a general or prelininary
di agnosi s of the medical condition of the animal. This nmeans that the veterinarian has

recently seen and is personally acquainted with the keeping and care of the ani mal by
virtue of an exami nation of the animal, or by nedically appropriate and tinely visits to
the premises where the animal is kept. |In addition, the practicing veterinarian is
readily available for followup in case of adverse reactions or failure of the regi nmen of
t her apy.

R156-28-103. Authority - Purpose.
These rul es are adopted by the division under the authority of Subsection 58-1-
106(1) to enable the division to administer Title 58, Chapter 28.

R156-28-104. Organi zation - Relationship to Rule R156-1.
The organi zation of this rule and its relationship to Rule R156-1 is as described in
Section R156-1-107.

R156-28-302a. Qualifications for Licensure - Education Requirenents.

In accordance with Subsections 58-1-203(2) and 58-1-301(3), the education
requi renents for licensure in Subsection 58-28-4(3) are defined, clarified, or established
as follows.



(1) Each applicant nust have graduated froma veterinary college which held current
accreditation by the Council on Education of the American Veterinary Medical Association
(AVMA) at the tinme of his graduation as evidenced by an official transcript docunenting
the degree earned and the date of graduation or a notarized dipl oma.

(2) Each applicant who has received his veterinary education in a foreign
veterinary school shall denonstrate educational equival ency of his foreign veterinary
school with an accredited donmestic veterinary school by submitting a Certificate of
Conpet ence i ssued by the AVMA Educati onal Conmm ssion for Foreign Veterinary G aduates
(ECFVG) .

R156-28-302b. Qualifications for Licensure - Experience Requirenents.

In accordance with Subsections 58-1-203(2) and 58-1-301(3), the experience
requi renents for licensure in Subsection 58-28-4(4) are defined, clarified, or established
as follows.

(1) Each applicant for licensure as a veterinarian shall conplete an approved
i nternship which includes a m ni mum of 1000 hours of supervised veterinary practice to be
earned in not |ess than six consecutive nmonths and not nore than 12 consecutive nonths.
Successful conpletion of an approved internship shall be docunented and submitted to the
division in a form provi ded by the division

(2) Each veterinary intern shall have a valid Utah veterinary internship |icense
bef ore begi nning his 1000 hour internship

(3) An applicant for a veterinary internship |license nust nmake application to the
di vision on a form provi ded by the division

(4) A veterinary intern shall practice under the indirect supervision of the
licensed Utah veterinarian approved by the division in consultation with the board or a
licensed Utah veterinarian designated by the supervising veterinarian. The veterinary
intern nust reapply to the division for any change of supervising veterinarian

(5) The 1000 hour internship shall not begin before the applicant has graduated
froman AVMA accredited veterinary college, passed the Uah Veterinary Law and Rul es
Exam nati on and obtained his Utah internship |icense.

(6) If the applicant is a graduate of a foreign college of veterinary medicine, he
nmust docunent ECFVG certification or acceptance to take the ECFVG exami nation and neet
with the board before obtaining a Utah internship |icense and begi nning his 1000 hour
i nt ernshi p.

(7) Evidence of a conpleted internship shall be docunented by the supervising
veterinarian and the veterinary intern to the division at the tinme application is made for
Utah licensure as a veterinarian on a form provided by the division.

R156-28-302c. Qualifications for Licensure - Exam nation Requirenents.

In accordance with Subsections 58-1-203(2) and 58-1-301(3), the exami nation
requi renents for licensure in Subsection 58-28-4(2) are defined, clarified, or established
as follows:

(1) For applicants sitting for the exam nations listed in this subsection prior to
May 1, 2000:

(a) the National Board Examination (NBE) of the National Board Exami nation
Committee (NBEC) of the Anmerican Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) with a nini num
passi ng score as determ ned by the NBEC,

(b) the dinical Conpetency Test (CCT) of the NBEC of the AVMA with a mi nimum
passi ng score as determ ned by the NBEC, and

(c) the Uah Veterinary Law and Rul es Examination with a m ni mum passi ng score of
75%

(2) For applicants who do not sit for the examinations listed in Subsection (1)
prior to May 1, 2000:

(a) the NAVLE with a passing score as determnined by the NBEC, and

(b) the Uah Veterinary Law and Rul es Examination with a m ni mum passi ng score of
75%

(3) To be eligible to sit for the NAVLE exam nation, an applicant shall subnmit the



fol | owi ng:

(a) an application for |icensure;

(b) application fee;

(c) aletter fromthe Dean of an approved veterinary school confirming the
applicant is a student in good standing and will graduate with the next graduating cl ass;
and

(d) a copy of the test application submtted to NAVLE

R156-28-302d. Qualifications for Licensure - Content of Utah Veterinary Law and Rul es
Exami nati on.

The Utah Veterinary Law and Rul es Exanination shall cover five content areas:

(1) the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing Act, Title 58, Chapter
1;

(2) the General Rules of the Division of Occupational and Professional Licensing,
R156- 1;

(3) the Veterinary Practice Act, Title 58, Chapter 28;

(4) the Veterinary Practice Act Rules, R156-28; and

(5) the State of Utah rules governing the adm ssion and inspection of |ivestock
poultry, and other animals, R58-1.

R156-28-302e. Qualifications for Licensure - Meet Wth the Board.

Applicants may be requested to neet with the board, at the discretion of the
di vision or board, to satisfy the board that the applicant is qualified to practice
veterinary nmedicine in the state.

R156-28-303. Renewal Cycle - Procedures.

(1) In accordance with Subsection 58-1-308(1), the renewal date for the two-year
renewal cycle applicable to |licensees under Title 58, Chapter 28 is established by rule in
Section R156-1-308.

(2) Renewal procedures shall be in accordance with Section R156-1-308.

R156-28-304. Conti nui ng Educati on

(1) There is hereby established a continuing professional education requirenent for
all individuals licensed under Title 58, Chapter 28.

(2) During each two year period comrenci ng on Septenber 30 of each even nunbered
year, a licensee shall be required to conplete not |less than 24 hours of qualified
prof essi onal education directly related to the licensee's professional practice.

(3) The required nunber of hours of professional education for an individual who
first becones |icensed during the two year period shall be decreased in a pro-rata anmount
equal to any part of that two year period preceding the date on which that individua
first becanme |icensed.

(4) Qualified professional education under this section shall

(a) have an identifiable clear statenent of purpose and defined objective for the
educational programdirectly related to the practice of a veterinarian

(b) be relevant to the |icensee's professional practice;

(c) be presented in a conpetent, well organized, and sequential manner consi stent
with the stated purpose and objective of the program

(d) be prepared and presented by individuals who are qualified by education,
trai ning, and experience; and

(e) have associated with it a conpetent nethod of registration of individuals who
actually conpleted the professional education program and records of that registration and
conpl etion are avail able for review.

(5) Credit for professional education shall be recognized in accordance with the
fol | owi ng:

(a) wunlimted hours shall be recognized for professional education as a student or
presenter, conpleted in blocks of tine of not |ess than one hour in formally established
cl assroom courses, seminars, lectures, wet |abs, or specific veterinary conferences



approved or sponsored by:

(i) the American Veterinary Medical Association

(ii) the Utah Veterinary Medical Association

(iii) the American Animal Hospital Association

(iv) the Anmerican Association of Equine Practitioners;

(v) the American Association of Bovine Practitioners;

(vi) certifying boards approved by the RACE of the AVMA;

(vii) the Western Veterinary Conference; or

(viii) other state veterinary nedical associations;

(b) no nore than five continuing education hours may be counted for being the
primary author of an article published in a peer reviewed scientific journal and no nore
than two continuing education hours nmay be counted for being a secondary author; and

(c) no nmore than six continuing education hours nay be in practice nanagenent
cour ses.

(6) A licensee shall be responsible for maintaining conpetent records of conpleted
qual i fied professional education for a period of four years after close of the two year
period to which the records pertain. It is the responsibility of the licensee to nmaintain
such information with respect to qualified professional education to denonstrate it neets
the requirenments under this section

(7) A licensee who docunents that he/she is engaged in full time activities or is
subj ected to circunstances which prevent that |icensee fromneeting the continuing
prof essi onal education requirenents established under this section may be excused fromthe
requi renent for a period of up to three years; however, it is the responsibility of the
licensee to docunent the reasons and justify why the requirenment could not be net.

R156- 28- 305. Exenptions From Li censure.

In addition to the exenptions fromlicensure in Sections 58-1-307 and 58-28-8, the
following are exenpt fromthe |licensing provisions of this chapter, subject to the stated
ci rcunmst ances and conditions:

(1) any unlicensed personnel of a licensed veterinarian perform ng duties other
t han di agnosi s, prescription or surgery under the direct supervision of the |licensed
veterinarian or under the indirect supervision of said licensed veterinarian while
carrying out ongoing care for hospitalized patients; and

(2) the inplantation of any electronic device for identifying animls by
establ i shed humane societies, animal control organizations or governnental agencies that
provi de appropriate training.

R156-28-502. Unprof essi onal Conduct.

Unpr of essi onal conduct i ncl udes:

(1) any deviation in the m ninum standards of veterinary practice set forth in
Section R156-28-503;

(2) permtting an unlicensed person under his supervision to assist or engage in
acts or practices in which the individual is not conpetent;

(3) permtting an unlicensed person under his supervision to engage in acts or
practices included in the definition of the practice of veterinary nedicine, surgery, and
dentistry without direct supervision or without indirect supervision while carrying out
ongoi ng care for hospitalized patients; and

(4) permtting an unlicensed person under his supervision to performsurgery, to
di agnose or prescri be.

R156- 28-503. M ni num St andards of Practi ce.

(1) A veterinarian shall conpile and maintain witten records on each patient to
mnimally include:

(a) client's nane, address and phone nunber, if tel ephone is avail abl e;

(b) patient's identification, such as nane, nunber, tag, species, age and gender
except for herds, flocks or other |arge groups of aninals which my be nore generally
defi ned;



(c) veterinarian's diagnosis or evaluation of the patient;

(d) treatnments rendered including drugs used and dosages; and

(e) date of service

(2) A veterinarian shall nake available to each client a statement of charges.

(3) A veterinarian shall naintain a sanitary environnent to avoid sources and
transm ssion of infection to include the proper routine disposal of waste materials and
proper sterilization or sanitation of all equiprment used in diagnosis and treatnent.

(4) A veterinarian shall assure a valid veterinarian-client-patient relationship in
the use, prescription, or sale of any veterinary prescription drug, or the prescribing of
an extra-|abel use of any drug.

(5) Medical records including radi ographs are the physical property of the hospita
or the proprietor of the practice that prepares them

(6) The veterinary facility shall have mnimum i ndoor |lighting to provide
reasonabl e visibility;

(a) halls and wards with 20 foot candl es;

(b) reception area with 50 foot candl es;

(c) examning roons at table elevation with 70 foot candl es; and

(d) surgery table elevation with 150 foot candl es.

(7) The veterinary facility shall have adequate neasures for the control of
obj ectionabl e noi ses and odors in conpliance with applicable health codes and standards of
practice.

(8) The veterinary facility shall contain the follow ng:

(a) a reception roomand office, or a conbination of the two;

(b) an exami nation roomor area that is separate fromthe other areas of the
facility and of sufficient size to acconmpdate the doctor, assistant, patient and client;
and

(c) a sanitary surgery roomor area which is separate and distinct fromall others
rooms, except in a large animl practice where nodifications nay be necessary to
accommodat e | arge ani mal surgery.

(9) The veterinary facility shall have an alternate source of lighting to be used
in the event of power failure.

(10) The veterinary facility shall have appropriate tenperature and ventilation to
assure the confort of all patients.

(11) The veterinary facility shall have an acceptable sanitary systemfor the
di sposal of deceased ani nals.

(12) In those veterinary facilities where aninmals are retained for treatnment or
hospitalization, the follow ng shall be provided:

(a) separate conpartnents, one for each aninmal, nmaintained in a sanitary nanner as
to assure confort, and be of a design and construction so as to facilitate sanitation
procedur es;

(b) facilities and efforts allowing for the effective separation of contagi ous and
noncont agi ous cases;

(c) exercise areas which provide and all ow effective separation of animals and
their waste products; and

(d) adequate fire precautions according to | ocal building and fire codes.

(13) The followi ng equipnment is required in a veterinary practice:

(a) an adequate nmeans of sterilizing all appropriate equipment;

(b) autoclave equi pnent shall be properly utilized in those facilities where ngjor
surgery is conducted;

(c) surgical packs including drapes, gloves, sponges, towels, and adequate
i nstrumentation;

(d) anesthetic equipnment in accordance with the | evel of surgery perforned
avail able at all tinmes; and

(e) oxygen resuscitating equi pment available on the prem ses at all tines.

(14) The following shall apply to the use of anesthesia:

(a) preanesthetic exam nation shall be perfornmed on the patient by the attending
veterinarian, unless contraindicated;



(b) the anesthetized aninmal shall be under supervision at all tinmes and observed
until at |east the swallow ng reflex has returned; and

(c) when major surgery is performed, currently recogni zed anesthesia shall be used.

(15) Currently recogni zed procedures for aseptic surgery shall be utilized as
foll ows:

(a) scrubbing of surgical area with cl eansing agent and water, unless
contrai ndi cat ed;

(b) disinfecting of the surgical area of the patient where practical

(c) wuse of drapes where practical to cover the surgical area of the patient;

(d) appropriate attire and personal sanitation of surgeons and assistants, where
practical; and

(e) properly prepared and sterilized surgical packs for each surgical procedure.
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